Rainer Werner Fassbhinder Special

The Block Booking scheme has recently added a wide selection of the films of R W Fassbinder, the
‘wild child’ of the German New Wave of the 1960’s and 1970’s. Below is a selection of his finest work.

MERCHANT OF FOUR SEASONS

Rainer Werner Fassbinder |Germany| 1971 | 88 mins
WINNER OF BEST ACTOR, BEST ACTRESS AND BEST FEATURE FILM AT THE 1972 GERMAN FILM AWARDS

Fassbinder’s critique on materialism and capitalism is widely considered to be his greatest
work. After ill-fated stints in the French Foreign Legion and the police force, Hans is reduced
to selling fruit and veg on the streets of 1950s Munich. His lowly social station costs him the
woman he loves and furthers the contempt his family already feels for him.

Life temporarily looks up, ironically, after Hans nearly dies of a heart attack and a change of

fortune in the busmess However, Hans begins a slow slide into depression as his friend and employee, Harry, gradually begins to

usurp Hans's place in his household, leaving Hans with nothing but time to think.

‘The film builds with remarkable power [and] Fassbinder's regular ensemble performs with enormous precision’ Time Out

THE BITTER TEARS OF PETRA VON KANT

Rainer Werner Fassbinder |Germany| 1972 | 124 mins
NOMINATED FOR THE GOLDEN BEAR AT THE 1972 BERLIN FILM FESTIVAL

An obsessive and highly stylized look at the shifting power struggles in
relationships. Petra von Kant is a successful fashion designer. Arrogant, bitter and
twisted after her divorce, she lives with her assistant, Marlene, who silently suffers
Petra’s domination. When Karin enters her life, she instantly falls in love with her
and invites her to move in, promising to make her a famous model. But when Karin
leaves her, Petra becomes irrationally jealous and hysterical.

‘He films in long, elegant takes, completely at the service of his all-female cast, who
are uniformly sensational’”” Time Out

FEAR EATS THE SOUL

Rainer Werner Fassbinder | Germany | 1974 | 89 mins
WINNER OF THE FIPRESCI PRIZE AT THE 1974 CANNES FILM FESTIVAL

Fear Eats the Soul is probably the defining film of the New German Cinema movement of
the late 60's and early 70's. A complex human study, this hypnotizing look at age and racial
prejudice is central to Fassbinder's comment on contemporary German society.

Escaping the rain, a widowed cleaning lady enters a pub and meets Ali, a Moroccan twenty
years her junior. They dance, and she invites him home. Lonely and longing for
companionship they marry, to the outrage of Emmi's children and the dismay of friends and
workers. Emmi and Ali try to lives their lives normally but as the prejudice that bound them
together from the outside dissipates, their relationship begins to unravel from within.

‘Technically flawless, deceptively simple and avoiding excesses.’ Variety




Fox AND HIs FRIENDS

Rainer Werner Fassbinder |Germany| 1975 | 119 mins

Franz Biberkopf is a naive and slightly dense young man who works at a circus
as a disembodied head. Fortune turns his way when he wins the state lottery
and soon finds himself, and his lottery winnings, embraced in Munich's gay
circles. The slightly dazed young hero is adopted by the superficially charming
son of a rich industrialist. Things start to grow complicated as we learn that
the industrialist is about to go bankrupt - his son hoping to save the business.
One solution might be to swindle the easily flattered lottery winner out of his
fortune, using love as a pretext.

‘The quality of the writing, editing, cinematography and everything else is top-

notch’ eyeforfilm.co.uk

FEAR OF FEAR

Rainer Werner Fassbinder | Germany| 1975 | 88 mins

Housewife Margot finds herself succumbing to an inexplicable hysteria just weeks
before she's about to give birth to her second child. Margot begins to sleep with a local
doctor in exchange for bottles of Valium, all the while dodging the bloodshot eyes of a
snickering drug addict that she may or may not have shared a past with.

Margot's decision to drown herself in liquor, drugs, and music is her seductive way out
of a banal and carnivorous modern world. A strong character study and a window on
the anxieties that plague modern life.

“"Fear of Fear" presents us with a distillation of reality—a dream in which everything
counts—rather than photographed reportage on the way things are. Mr. Fassbinder is
a major artist.” The New York Times

THE MARRIAGE OF MARIA BRAUN

Rainer Werner Fassbinder | Germany | 1979 | 115 mins
NOMINATED FOR THE 1980 GOLDEN GLOBE FOR BEST FOREIGN FILM

Arguably Fassbinder's masterpiece, this seminal 1979 work looks at the
German post-war experience from a feminist view and was Fassbinder's
biggest international box-office success.

Maria and Hermann Braun get married in Germany close to the end of World
War Il but are soon separated. Just after being sent to the Russian Front,
Hermann is reported missing and, although Maria believes he is still alive,
her brother-in-law confirms Hermann's death. Alone, Maria uses her beauty
and ambition to prosper in Germany's economic miracle of the 1950's. The

Marriage of Maria Braun is a heartbreaking study of a woman picking herself

up from the ruins of her own life, as well as a pointed metaphorical attack on
a society determined to forget its past.

‘Both an epic comedy and a romantic ballad’ The New York Times
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