
 

I SERVED THE KING OF ENGLAND       FEATURE 

 Jiri Menzel | Czech Republic | 2006 | 114 mins | 15 

WINNER FIPRESCI CRITICS PRIZE AT THE 2007 BERLIN FILM FESTIVAL 

Young provincial waiter Jan Dite may be short in height but his aspirations are 

nothing but high when it comes to ambition. Determined to become a millionaire, 

Jan knows just how to do it. Continually watching and listening to his superiors and 

his high-flying, big-spending customers, Jan learns how to succeed by pleasing 

others. 

The sixth feature from the Academy Award-winning director of Closely Observed 

Trains, Jiri Menzel’s latest comedy is widely regarded as one of the finest Czech 

films of recent years. 

‘Funny, vivacious and profound without being earnest, this is an utter delight: 5 stars’ – Empire Magazine  

     ‘The film is not only visually excellent, but it has a powerful central performance for Ahmad 

Razvi.’ Fibresci Jury 

  

PIG BUSINESS         DOCUMENTARY 

Tracy Worcester | UK | 2009 | 73 mins 

A thought-provoking investigatory documentary, Pig Business throws light on the 

dangerous practices of industrialised pig farming in Poland and North America.  

Many of these farms supply the pork we find in supermarkets across the UK, 

making this essential viewing for the modern conscientious consumer. 

Years in the making, campaigning activist Tracy Worcester tackles not only the 

mistreatment of pigs but also lays bare the devastating impact large-scale pig 

farming has on local habitats and consumer health. Hounded by writ-bearing 

lawyers, this is the hard-hitting documentary that big pig business doesn’t want 

you to see. 

‘Brave and compelling’ – Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall 

www.pigbusiness.co.uk 

 

LES DIABOLIQUES          FEATURE 

Henri-Georges Clouzot | France | 1955 | 107 mins | 12A 

#141 IN THE IMDB USER POLL OF THE TOP 250 GREATEST FILMS 

Widely regarded as a classic thriller, Clouzot’s shocking film continues to terrify 

audiences today as it did on its release in 1955. Set in provincial France, the film 

centres on a conspiracy between the wife and mistress of a sadistic headmaster, 

who carefully plot to have their mutual lover killed. The husband is drowned,  the 

body disposed of in a murky pool. Yet when the pool is later drained, the body has 

disappeared, and subsequent sightings of the man keep the conspirators (and the 

audience) terrified throughout. 

Often likened to many of Hitchcock’s classics, Les Diaboliques shares its place alongside Hitch’s work as a founding stone for the 

thrillers we know today. 

 ‘The French film noir to end all French film noirs’ – Prof Susan Hayward, French cinema expert 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW ON THE BFFS NATIONAL BLOCK BOOKING SCHEME? 
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THE HIDE          DOCUMENTARY 
Marek Losey | UK | 2008 | 82 mins | 15 

 

Roy, a middle-aged, obsessive-compulsive bird watcher, is unexpectedly joined in 

his hide by a dishevelled and tattooed stranger. The man introduces himself as 

Dave, and after an uncomfortable start, the pair share lunch, a drink and stories 

about their lives.  

 

As the men begin to relax into each other’s company, the radio announces that 

there had been a murder in the area, and the killer is at large... 

 

‘This is a very promising piece of work’ – Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian 

 

 

SALAAM BOMBAY!          FEATURE 
 Mira Nair | India | 1988 | 110 mins | 15 

NOMINATED FOR THE ACADEMY AWARD FOR BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 

From the multi-award-winning director of Monsoon Wedding, Salaam Bombay! 

follows the daily hardships faced by an 11-year-old on the streets of Mumbai. 

Escape is found in the bright fantasy of Bollywood cinema, ever present if 

permanently out of reach. 

Years before Slumdog Millionaire, Mira Nair weaves an emotionally powerful 

drama that remains true to the reality of Mumbai, as well as to the compassion of 

the characters. 

 
‘Whatever you do, don’t miss seeing this film.’ – Derek Malcolm  

  

CHERRY BLOSSOMS         FEATURE 

 Doris Dörrie | Germany/France | 2008 | 127 mins | TBC 

NOMINATED FOR A GOLDEN BEAR AT THE BERLIN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL  

Following in the traditions of Yasujiro Ozu, Cherry Blossoms reconciles the pangs of 

empty-nested parents and the grief of abrupt loss.  

After the sudden death of his wife, Rudi (Elmar Wepper) follows his third child, 

Klaus, to Klaus’s home in Tokyo. However, unable to escape feelings of restless 

anxiety, Rudi takes to exploring the city and strikes up an unlikely friendship with a 

traditional Japanese folk dancer.  

 

Set amidst the transient beauty of cherry blossom season, the film explores the 

human condition without the weight of heavy metaphor or cliché.  

 ‘A quiet, very beautiful film about the duality of love and death’ – Philip French, The Observer 

 

It's a marvellous piece of cinema that hides its secrets like a Russian doll. The Times 

  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO BOOK ANY OF THESE GREAT NEW TITLES GO TO: www.bffs.org.uk 

 


