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     This project has been enabled by Screen South and the RIFE lottery funding programme  
  Event Sponsors South Hill Park

Welcome and Acknowledgements 
Welcome to this regional networking and viewing session for film societies and community cinemas in the South East of England. We hope the day will allow you to exchange ideas and experiences with colleagues, pick up hints and tips on running your organisation, and get access to specialist know-how on sourcing information, films and DVD equipment.
We’ve gathered together a wide selection of titles for you to preview such as hot American indie The Visitor, pre-release documentary Return to Gorée and the classic Closely Observed Trains. 
We are especially pleased to be able to provide two special screening events with introductions and Q&As: 
• regionally-made feature Ruby Blue will be introduced by its award-winning Director Jan Dunn with a Q&A afterwards. 
• a pre-release screening of In Prison My Whole Life, the 2008 International Human Rights Film Festival Winner, will be introduced by Kim Manning-Cooper, Campaign Manager for Amnesty International UK; we also hope that Will Francome who wrote and initiated the project will attend.
The day has been made possible with funding from Screen South’s RIFE Lottery funding programme, with venue sponsorship from South Hill Park, and with volunteer support from members of Bracknell Film Society. The event has been organised by BFFS with financial support from the UK Film Council. Thanks go to all these organisations and individuals.
With thanks to the distributors of the films screening: Arrow Film Distributors, Axiom Films, Halcyon Pictures, Miracle Communications, Medb Films and Screen South. 

We like to get your feedback to help us in planning future events so please complete and return the evaluation form in your delegate pack - thanks. 

Venue and Event Information

Registration will take place, and tea/coffee and lunch will be served in the Watts Room. Coats etc may be left here but we cannot take responsibility for anything lost or stolen, so keep valuable items with you. 

35mm screenings will take place in the South Hill Park Cinema. 
DVD screenings and equipment demonstration will take place in the Haversham Room, together with the open forum panel session. 

Reaction slips will be handed out and collected after each screening and the results displayed in the Watts Room during the day. A reaction summary table is included at the back of this brochure for you to record the Reaction Indices - see the explanatory sheet in your delegate pack ‘What is a Film Reaction Index?’ for how the calculation is done.
1.30pm Haversham Room, Panel Session: Any Questions? 

This is your chance to put questions to a panel of experts well versed in all issues faced by film societies and community cinemas. 
At the end of the session there will be a chance to take a closer look at some DVD projection equipment and how it is set up to give the best small cinema experience possible.
Film Screenings
Return to Gorée

Dir. Pierre-Yves Borgeaud, Switz/Lux, 2007, 110 mins, 12A (advisory)

www.retouragoree.com

www.widemanagement.com/medias/rtg-presskit-en.pdf
[image: image4.emf]
Synopsis

The musical road movie, Return to Gorée, tells of African singer Youssou N'Dour's epic journey following the trail left by slaves and by the jazz music they invented. Youssou N'Dour's challenge is to bring back to Africa a jazz repertoire and to sing those tunes in Gorée, the island that today symbolizes the slave trade and stands to commemorate its victims. Guided in his mission by the blind pianist Moncef Genoud, Youssou N'Dour travels across the United States of America and Europe. Accompanied by some of the world's most exceptional musicians, they meet peoples and well known figures, and create, through concerts, encounters and debates, music which transcends cultural division. From Atlanta to New Orleans, from New York to Bordeaux and Luxemburg the songs are transformed, immersed in jazz and gospel. But the day of their return to Africa is fast approaching and much remains to be done to be ready for the final concert...
Review

Senegalese world music icon Youssou N’Dour sets out to explore the musical legacy of slavery, visiting gospel vocalists in Atlanta, and legendary New Orleans jazz drummer Idris Muhammad. All parties then regroup for a concert on the island of Gorée, off the coast near N’Dour’s Dakar base, the main staging post for the slave ships. With ace white guitarist Wolfgang Muthspiel added to the band, the concept looks worthwhile but a little baggy, yet the effect of this odyssey on the individual musicians (for the black Americans, a kind of homecoming) is absorbing in itself. And hearing N’Dour’s soaring voice transmit his songs through the unfamiliar but effective surroundings of a jazz combo proves a transcendent experience.
Trevor Johnston, Time Out
Credits

Director


Pierre-Yves Borgeaud
Writers 


Pierre-Yves Borgeaud, Emmanuel Gétaz

Cinematography

Camille Cottagnoud

Sound Recordist

Carlo Thoss

With Youssou N'Dour, Moncef Genoud, Idris Muhammad, Wolfgang Muthspiel 
UK Release Date Spring 2009

DVD bookings: BFFS Block Booking Scheme | info@bffs.org.uk | 0114 2210314

All other bookings: Sophie Bush | sophie@axiomfilms.co.uk | 020 7243 3111 www.axiomfilms.co.uk
Closely Observed Trains
Dir. Jiri Menzel, Czechoslovakia,,1966, 90 mins, 15

Winner Best Foreign Language Oscar, 1968
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Synopsis

Milos Hrma, a bumbling dispatcher's apprentice at a village railway station in occupied Czechoslovakia during World War II, longs to liberate himself from his virginity. Oblivious to the war and the resistance that surrounds him, he embarks on a journey of sexual awakening and self-discovery, encountering a universe of frustration, eroticism, and adventure within his sleepy backwater depot. Milos becomes involved in a plot to blow up a German ammunition train, but when the plan backfires, he is forced to commit the ultimate act of courage.

An Oscar-winning comedy-drama that, along with I Served the King of England, bookends the long and distinguished career of Czech actor-director Jiri Menzel.  
Review
A real charmer from the heyday of the Czech New Wave, set during the German occupation but totally immersed in the pubescent problems of a youth taking up his first job as an apprentice railway platform guard with the firmly anti-social resolve to do as little work as possible while others slave. With wonderfully funny observation of the sleepy little backwater depot where nothing ever happens, he maintains his resolve while hero-worshipping a philandering older guard (who whiles away the time by rubber-stamping the hindquarters of a delighted girl), avoiding the station-master (who emerges now and again to cry Sodom and Gomorrah before returning to his pigeons), and carrying on an unconsummated flirtation with the conductress of a passing train. The Resistance beckons, but ejaculatio praecox is still his most pressing problem. An airy pointilliste comedy, but it celebrates a whole universe of frustration, eroticism, adventure and romance.
Time Out
Credits

Director


Jiri Menzel
Screenplay


Bohumil Hrabal, Jiri Menzel
Cinematography

Jaromír Sofr

Editor



Jirina Lukesová    

Original Music


Jirí Sust

Cast

Václav Neckár


Milos Hrma 

Josef Somr


Hubicka 

Vlastimil Brodský

Zednicek 

Vladimír Valenta

Max 

Alois Vachek


Novak

DVD bookings: BFFS Block Booking Scheme | info@bffs.org.uk | 0114 2210314

Ruby Blue

Dir. Jan Dunn, UK, 2007, 108 mins, 15 

www.rubybluethefilm.com
Winner, Best UK Feature, London Independent Film Festival 2008
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Synopsis
At 65, Jack is consumed by past guilt and regret. His strained relationship with his son is severed on the death of his wife. Jack is lost and alone in his self loathing, and spirals into decline. Hope arrives in the unlikely form of eight-year-old, Florrie, who moves in next door and delights in his long neglected racing pigeon Ruby. When his glamorous French neighbour, Stephanie takes pity on him, Jack cannot help but fall for her charms. Encouraged by Stephanie, Jack helps a local hooligan by giving him his prized Ruby. When an innocent friendship with Florrie is thrown into question and Stephanie reveals a well-kept secret, Jack's life is thrown into turmoil once again. Jack finally cracks, consumed with sadness and humiliation, until tragedy forces him to confront his prejudices, face his fears and challenge those around him in a bid to win back Stephanie's love.

Review 
A fine example of micro-budget indigenous film-making, Ruby Blue sees director Jan Dunn build on the success of 2006's Gypo with another low-key story set on the Kent coast. Modest, thoughtful and gently humorous, it's a homegrown gem that's worth seeking out. Dunn's blend of the scripted and the improvised inevitably invites comparisons with Mike Leigh, as does her focus on what she has called "the harsh reality of lower-class suburban isolation." In reality, though, Ruby is far more tightly scripted than Leigh's oeuvre, revolving as it does around one key revelation and a certain amount of rather unlikely contrivance. It also feels noticeably less caricatured, although that is as much down to Hoskins and Balasko's well-rounded and heartfelt performances as it is to the director's pensive and compassionate screenplay. This poignant character study is a real find that deserves a much wider release than the small arthouse roll-out its producers have assembled. Kudos, too, to KT Tunstall for giving the project a pair of tracks for its opening and closing titles.
BBCi

Credits

Director


Jan Dunn
Screenplay


Jan Dunn
Cinematography

Ole Bratt Birkeland
Editor



Emma Collins
Original Music


Janette Mason

Cast

Bob Hoskins


Jack 

Josiane Balasko

Stephanie 

Jody Latham


Ian 

Jessica Stewart

Florrie

DVD bookings: BFFS Block Booking Scheme | info@bffs.org.uk | 0114 2210314

All other bookings: info@medbfilms.com | 01843 852934 | www.medbfilms.com 

The Visitor

Dir. Thomas McCarthy, US, 2008, 106 mins, 15

www.thevisitorfilm.com

Winner, Best Film, Deauville Film Festival 2008
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Synopsis
College professor and recent widower Walter Vale discovers a pair of homeless, illegal immigrants living in his New York apartment. After the mix-up is resolved, Vale invites the couple to stay with him. An unlikely friendship develops between the retiring, quiet Vale and the vital Tarek, and the former begins to loosen up and respond to Tarek’s drumming lessons. All goes well until Tarek is hauled in by immigration authorities and threatened with deportation. His mother, Mouna, turns up and stays with Vale, sparking a renewed if subdued interest in courtship. But the wheels of injustice in immigration crush all manner of hopes in post-9/11 America. Vale soon realises his unexpected capacity for anger over Tarek’s plight, and the positive changes to his personal life that emerged from a deep involvement with his friend and Mouna, might be the only legacy he takes from this experience.
Review

Tom McCarthy follows up The Station Agent with another witty drama. Anti-social professor Walter (Richard Jenkins) arrives at his second home in New York, only to find a young illegal immigrant couple living there. After hesitantly allowing them to stay, he bonds with happy-go lucky drummer Tarek (the charismatic Haaz Sleiman). Their odd-couple friendship is charming and uplifting, even when events take a turn for the worse. McCarthy makes a serious point about immigration without losing his lightness of touch, and he’s assisted by terrific turns by Jenkins and Sleiman. The tension dips when Tarek’s mother arrives and the film threatens to descend into cliché, but stick with it and you’ll be richly rewarded.
Empire Magazine
‘A perfectly balanced movie delivering its serious message while remaining lively, charming and thought-provoking. Greatly aided by winning turns from its principle cast.’                                                 Channel Four
Credits
Director


Thomas McCarthy
Screenplay


Thomas McCarthy
Cinematography

Oliver Bokelberg    
Editor



Tom McArdle   
Original Music


Jan A P Kaczmarek
Cast

Richard Jenkins

Prof Walter Vale  
Haaz Sleiman


Tarek Khalil 

Danai Jekesai Gurira

Zainab 
Hiam Abbass


Mouna Khalil 

Marian Seldes


Barbara 

All bookings: Martin Myers | martin@miracle63.freeserve.co.uk | 07836 360343
In Prison My Whole Life 
Dir. Marc Evans, UK, 2008, 90 mins, 15

www.inprisonmywholelife.com

Nominated Grand Jury Prize, Sundance Film Festival 2008 

Synopsis
On December 9 1981, Mumia Abu-Jamal was arrested for the murder of police officer Daniel Faulkner. He has been languishing on Death Row ever since. Mumia is unavailable to speak on camera. Instead, the central figure here is William Francome, a genial London-born ex-sociology student who was born on the day that Mumia was arrested. He travels around the US, speaking to Mumia's relatives, to lawyers, to musicians, to academics and to assorted political campaigners. 

Review

Mumia's story forms the focal point of Marc Evans' impassioned and engaging feature-documentary. Using computer graphics, animation and music as well as conventional voice-over narration and interviews In Prison My Whole Life is far livelier than its often grim subject matter may suggest. Championed by Amnesty International, the film features some illustrious names both behind and in front of the camera, among them actor Colin Firth (who is executive producer), and such interviewees as Alice Walker, Noam Chomsky, Mos Def, Snoop Dog and Steve Earle. The soundtrack features music from everybody from The Clash to Miles Davis as well as original songs by Snoop Dog. Mumia is an articulate and charismatic figure and the story Evans and Fancome tell about him is fascinating. Evans and Francome, who co-wrote, skilfully broaden their frame of discussion. What at first appears to be a film about a single miscarriage of justice turns into a critique of authoritarianism, racism, capital punishment and police brutality in US society as a whole. Evans - an experienced director whose dramatic features include My Little Eye, Snowcake and Trauma - adds a dynamism to the material that more traditional documentaries on similar subjects have often lacked. Meanwhile, Francome has a personable quality that you wouldn't necessarily find in a film narrated by an expert. On one level, In Prison My Whole Life is a campaigning film, made to bring attention to the injustice of Mumia's conviction, but its real richness lies in its scope. Mumia's case, the film-makers make clear, is part of a much bigger story of racism and exploitation. It is a story they tell in a vivid and always accessible way.

Geoffrey Macnab, Screen Daily

Credits
Director


Marc Evans
Screenplay


Marc Evans and William Francome
Cinematography

Ari Issler
Editor



Mags Arnold
Original Music


Neil Davidge
With
Mumia Abu-Jamal, Noam Chomsky, Mos Def, Snoop Dogg, Steve Earle, William Francome, Alice Walker, Howard Zinn
UK Release Date 23 October 2008 
DVD bookings: BFFS Block Booking Scheme from 2009 | info@bffs.org.uk | 0114 2210314

Digital bookings: Helen Jones | helen@dc3m.co.uk | 01580 240609 | 07599 660143
Short Films Made in the Region
Time Piece

UK, 2007, 10 mins, available from Screen South | clare.bradfield@screensouth.org | 01303 212097 
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Time Piece is a documentary capturing the dying craft of artisan watch-making; a fragile world that is fast becoming the stuff of history.

Director

Kat Mansoor

Writer

Will Hood

Producer
Kat Mansoor & Richard Landy
Would Like To Meet

UK, 2007, 20 mins, available from Screen South | clare.bradfield@screensouth.org | 01303 212097
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A single mum looks for love in the lonely-hearts pages. Unbeknown to her, someone has decided to play cupid - her 8 year-old son.

Director

Trevor De Silva

Writer

Trevor De Silva

Producer
Harriet Rees

Gravel and Stones 

UK, 2007, 28 mins, available from AFU | jeremy.taylor@abingdon.org.uk 
[image: image10.jpg]



A documentary following three disabled Cambodians struggling to cope with the consequences of their impairment – poverty, discrimination and exclusion - but facing up to the challenges with humour, resilience and determination. It was filmed by four sixth form students from the Abingdon Film Unit (AFU).The AFU enables 13-18 year-olds to devise, shoot and edit their own films under the guidance of a team of film professionals led by the renowned documentarist, Michael Grigsby. 
Directors/Editors
Edward Hofman & Ben Hollins 

Camera


Tom Wakeling 
Sound


Andrew McGrath 
Producer

Abingdon Film Unit
AUDIENCE REACTION SUMMARY

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	Number of Votes
	Reaction Index

	Return to Gorée
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closely Observed Trains
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ruby Blue
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Regional Shorts:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	- Time Piece
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	- Would Like to Meet
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	- Gravel and Stones
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Visitor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In Prison My Whole Life
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


A: Excellent B: Very Good C: Good D: Average E: Poor

PRESIDENT: DEREK MALCOLM  CHAIR: JULIEANNE CROTHERS-GIBSON
COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE. COMPANY NO. 1391200 ENGLAND & WALES. CHARITY NO. 276633

REGISTERED OFFICE: UNIT 315, THE WORKSTATION, 15 PATERNOSTER ROW, SHEFFIELD S1 2BX

TEL: 0114 2210314 E-MAIL: info@bffs.org.uk WEB: www.bffs.org.uk









2


