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FILM SCREENINGS
Showroom Cinema | Saturday 19" and Sunday 20"

The BFFS team is selecting an exclusive collection of hard-to-access gems for you to preview during this
year's conf er e n avidl have Teteiged Itmitetd dcreesingssvie dorenercia athd independent
exhibition, providing you with a special opportunity to see some excellent and under-exposed films. All
films shown at the BFFS National Conference are, or will soon be, available to community cinemas with
many titles available via the BFFS National Block Booking Scheme.

Details of all titles confirmed so far are enclosed. More details will be made available towards the end of
August.

TRAINING AND NETWORKING SESSIONS
Showroom Cinema and Sheffield Hallam University | Saturday 19" and Sunday 20™

I n response to | ast yeias "yse aro'nsf earemwel fsewerdwey,k fame
two areas of specific interest: Innovation and Education. Our Innovation day covers innovations in

programming, community outreach and digital technology. Our Education day provides a worked example

of a simple educational session that any community cinema can put together whilst giving you the tools to

deliver it.

The Student Cinema workshop at Sheffield Hallam University will focus on the needs of the student film
societies and clubs operating within a Student Union or an educational institute.

More details on the individual sessions are included in this pack

DELEGATE AREA
Showroom Cinema | Saturday 19"and Sunday 20™

This year the delegate area will be a busy and exciting space — offering you the chance to talk with BFFS
representatives, learn more about the resources and services we can provide and confer with delegates
from film societies and community cinemas from all over the UK.

DVD stall —get great discounts on classic BFl titles

BFFS Website and Forum demos —a chance to sign up to the forum and receive a guided tour of

the new BFFS website

Community Cinema Sourcebook —a chance to chat to us about your thoughts on this brand new
publication. You'll al so btveitedabl e to buy py
www.bffs.org.uk/resources/sourcebook.html

BFFS FILM SOCIETY OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2009 (SPONSORED BY MPLC)
Winter Gardens and Millennium Gallery| Saturday 19"

The Film Society of Year Awards recognise excellence in the significant work that volunteers do in cultural

and community cinema.

As 2009 marks the 40th year of the Film Societ o]
celebration of Community Cinema!




The Awards will be presented by a very special guest. All delegates are welcome to attend the Awards
Ceremony and drinks reception, but please note that a ticket is required to attend the BFFS Annual Dinner.
Further information is provided in the evening programme — please see enclosed.

The Films Society of the Year Awards 2009 is sponsored by the Motion Picture Licensing Company (MPLC).
The 2009 Award for Best Student Society is sponsored by Sheffield Hallam University.

BFFS ANNUAL DINNER
Millennium Gallery | Saturday 19th

The BFFS Annual Dinner will take place in the Long Gallery of the Millennium Gallery. After a full day of
conferencing activity this is your chance to relax and enjoy delicious food with excellent company.

Further information is provided in the evening programme — please see enclosed.

BFFS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009
Showroom Cinema | Sunday 20th

BFFS places great value on feedback from its Members. The Annual General Meeting offers Members the
opportunity to have their say on the strategic direction of BFFS whilst providing the opportunity to meet
and put questions to the recently appointed BFFS Board.

All delegates are welcome to attend the AGM but only Members have voting rights. Further information
regarding the AGM will be mailed to BFFS members in early September.

Please show your support for the future for the community cinema movement by attending the AGM.
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THE CALLING
Saturday, 15.30, Cinema 2

Jan Dunn | UK | 2009 | 105 mins | cert TBC

Frustrated by her life and driven by the need to explore her long-
buried religious feelings, Joanna (Emily Beecham) makes the
decision to enter a convent. However, with the nuns abuzz with
secret rivalries and tensions, cloistered life proves just as confusing
and complicated as the life Joanna wishes to leave behind.

Joanna eventually begins to settle into convent life, but an unexpected revelation makes all the women,
including Joanna, re-assess their commitment to the church.

With pitch-perfect performances from newcomer Beecham andco-starBre nda Bl et hyn, Ja
and perceptive drama gets to the heart of a world rarely seen.

We are delighted to welcome writer-director Jan Dunn to introduce this special pre-release screening and
hold a Q&A afterwards.

With thanks to Medb Films

ON THE EDGE OF THE FOREST
Sunday, 15.15, Cinema 2

Barrie Oldfield | Australia | 1977 | 43 mins | U

This unique documentary is the only film written and presented by the

renowned economist and author of Small is Beautifubr E F Schumacher.
Concentratingon t he ‘cl ear felling’ of vi
in the 1970s, the film describes the impact our way of life has on the
environment. Wi th a message as r el
vision gives us hope that there is an alternative way.

On the Edge of the Fordsta rare and extraordinary piece of film-making by

one of the visionaries of the 20th century.

WLFT ¢S 3J2 2y aldGAraFeAay3d 2dzNJ gl yda FyR ySSRaA gAl
then, we can classify ourselves with the endangered species. For all life depends on this thin mantle of

0 2 LJAEF Achumdher

With thanks to Nicola Schumacher and Practical Action




RAINDANCE SHORTS (advisory 15)
Sunday, 10.00, Cinema 1

We are very pleased to be able to screen some specially selected shorts from
the 2008 Raindance 15" Film Festival, available NOW from BFFS.

FORNA
Oscar Sharp | UK | 2007 | 11 mins raindance

The story of a cock in a garden. WRITE»PRODUCE*DIRECT+FILM

CHERRIES

Tom Harper | UK | 2007 | 15 mins

A class of teenage boy s-ardansthaawillclargetieinlivet hey ' |
forever.

ANNIVERSARY PRESENT

Doug Karr | USA | 2005 | 8 mins

When the perfect wife organises a terrific anniversary present for her husband, something goes
terribly wrong.

THE DEMONOLOGY OF DESIRE
Rodrigo Gudino | Canada | 2007 | 22 mins
A twisted young girl prays for unconditional love.

LITTLE BO PEEP
Brandon Trost | USA | 2007 | 4 mins
One-man band artist Phillip Roebuck is on a quest into the horizon with his latest music video.

PUSHKIN
Trevor Hardy | UK | 5 mins
Poor Mrs Dombilard - her cat Pushkin has gone missing.

With thanks to Amélie Thille and Raindance.

MY DDR T-SHIRT
Sunday, 14.00, Cinema 2

lan Hawkins | UK | 2008 | 53 mins

East Germany was a country of 16 million people. In 1990 it
disappeared forever, but the DDR lives on in souvenirs and the
memories of those who lived there. My DDR TShirttakes a look at
life in East Germany, asking people from the East and West about
what the DDR was like. Director lan Hawkins gets to the bottom of
attitudes to a country whose symbols are sold as tourist souvenirs.

My DDR IShirtis completely independently funded and a triumph of




do-it-yourself filmmaking. Using camera equipment available on the high street and his home computer,
Hawkins proves that the world of fascinating international documentary filmmaking is accessible to all.

We are delighted to welcome director lan Hawkins to introduce the film and hold a Q&A afterwards.
HE WALKED BY NIGHT
Sunday, 15.15, Cinema 1

Alfred Werker| US | 1948 | 80 mins | PG

Policeman Robert Rawlins (John McGuire) is shot dead on the
streets of Hollywood and sergeants Marty Brennan (Scott Brady)
and Chuck Jones (Jimmy Cardwell) are assigned to apprehend his
killer. Their prey is a mystery man - he has no prints on record
and no criminal file, and he's too smart and too prepared to get
caught. Hiding with his dog in a Hollywood bungalow and
listening to police calls on his custom radio, Roy Martin (Richard
Basehart) makes careful plans to avoid capture.

With thanks to Park Circus.

OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN
Saturday, 13.15, Cinema 2 ¢ 5'
.

Vladimir Michalek | Czech Rep | 2008 | 110 mins | advisory 15 ,m "

One of the Czech Republic’s \\ \

directs this comic yet poignant dialogue-driven drama of a father

and son. A former scientist, whose memory is burdened by two

wars, converses with his son over beer. They make merry over

medical problems and the mysteries of women, with their discussion ultimately providing a cathartic airing
of the guilt and anger each carries over long-remembered issues.

Director Vladimir Michalek creates a bittersweet comedy from a seemingly banal situation. The story is
carried through the generations with flashbacks3
the 20th century.

With thanks to Open Field Pictures.

BLUE EYELIDS (PARPADOS AZULES)

Sunday, 11.15, Cinema 2

Ernesto Contreras | Mex | 2009 | 98 mins | 15

A poetic take on the usual girl-meets-boy story that carefully
follows the awkward rituals of dating, and the tentative early
stages of blossoming love. Set in the sprawling metropolis of
Mexico City, a young factory worker called Marina wins an all-
expenses-paid holiday for two. Being single, she is unable to find




a suitable travel partner, and so on a whim approaches her old school friend Victor.

Director Ernesto Contreras explores the difficulties of finding happiness in the modern world, through a
series of stilted encounters and touchingly romantic moments. Critically acclaimed on its release, Blue

Eyeliddgs strikingly shot and features a specially commissioned soundtrack by former Kinks frontman Ray

Davies.

With thanks to Axiom Films International.

FROZEN RIVER
Saturday, 10.00, Cinema 2

Courtney Hunt | US | 2009 | 97 mins | 15 CHECK CERT

This multi-award-winning festival favourite is a starkly shot thriller with
current social issues at its heart. Set on the bleak and barren winter
wastes of Massena, on the US-Canadian border, Frozen Rivefiollows
the contemporary story of two single mothers struggling to make ends
meet. Lila is widowed native American fighting for custody of her
newborn son, and Ray is a mother of two whose gambling husband has
skipped town with the down payment for their new trailer.

With no prospects both reluctantly turn to the illegal venture of driving immigrants across the border. With
one final run providing the glimmer of financial security that the two women require things take a turn,
forcing the women to confront a life or death decision about their friendship and their children.

With thanks to Axiom Films International

+ short film

BOY

Joe Morris | UK | 2008| 12 mins | advisory 15

A short film by young Sheffield filmmaker Joe Morris, Boyis a
brief window on inner turmoil tormenting a lost soul. Spending
his days on an isolated allotment in the suburbs of Sheffield, a
man strikes up a stilted friendship an alienated 12-year-old.

Shot on location with cast of local actors, Boytaps into the British social-realist vein to deliver an eerie if
acutely observed short.
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BFFS TRAINING AND NETWORKING SESSIONS

At the core of the BFFS National Conference are the training and networking sessions dedicated to the
needs of the sector. Delivered by and for volunteer-led community cinemas, the sessions are designed to
address issues of real importance to you. Our aim is to give you the opportunity to broaden your
knowledge, engage in critical and constructive debate with people from similar organisations, and gain the
know-how to translate your passion into practical action.

At t his year  sioncaechiratericet by ®vo dvenaeching themes: innovation and
education.

SATURDAY 19" SEPTEMBER: INNOVATIONS IN COMMUNITY CINEMA
1. From Film Society to Film Festival

Film Programming is a core activity for every volunteer-led community cinema. The most successful (and
award-winning) film programmes are those that are exciting and ambitious, offering local people screening
events that are as unique as the community cinema itself.

In this session we will explore how your organisation can put in place a truly memorable screening event. In
a series of intimate interviews with community cinemas that offer spectacular screening events or have
flourished into full-blown film festivals, Donna Anton (Penwith Film Society, Cornwall Film Festival), will
draw out the recipe for success.

Whether your community cinema projects on 35mm, DVD, or is located in a large town or a small village,
you will find both the inspiration and the practical tools to deliver your own event in your own community.

2. The Role of the Film Society in Digital Britain

Technology is evolving as the digital revolution sweeps Britain. In this changing landscape, what is the role
of the 21" century film society? Neil Chue Hong (Edinburgh University Film Society) puts this question to
community cinemas that are on the cusp of transition - from 35mm to D-Cinema, and from DVD to Blu-ray.

As well as exploring the impact of new technology, the session will deliver practical guidance on buying and
using different types of kit. This is your chance to see D-Cinema and Blu-ray projectors in action and to put
your questions to technical experts who understand your needs.

3. Student Cinema Workshop

As student cinemas and film societies start up and develop, what are the main issues they face, and what
novel solutions do they come with? In this informal workshop Julia Vickers (Community Cinema Consultant)
will facilitate the sharing of experience, knowledge and ideas from representatives of recent start-ups and
those who have been going for a number of years, including Claire Elliott of Film Unit, Sheffield University.




4. Community Connections
All film societies grow from, serve, and are a vital part of their local community.

In this session community arts and media expert and BFFS Board Member Roger Drury will explore how you
can develop new community connections by looking beyond your existing and loyal audience, and
interacting with different sections of your community. Community cinema panellists will discuss ways in
which they have approached local outreach activities, including screenings for children and people with
learning disabilities, facilitating film-making workshops. The session will also offer practical suggestions
such as, how to organise transport to and from residential homes to enable older people to enjoy
community screenings.

Here, you can share ideas, get inspired and find out how to maximise the impact and reach of your
community cinema.

SUNDAY 20" SEPTEMBER: COMMUNITY CINEMA AND EDUCATION

Alongside enjoying the communal experience of watching a film as part of an audience, learning and
education are at the heart of the community cinema experience. Many people choose to become part of
their local community cinema because they want to learn more about film culture and theory, filmmaking
and the diversity of social culture across the world. Film can open up discussion and aid our understanding
on a wide range of subjects, and community cinemas are instrumental in unlocking access to the informal
education of their members and audiences.

1. Aspects of Noir C an illustrated talk by John Salisbury MA, film educator and Chair of Ventnor
Film Society

Immediately after WWII, when cinema audiences were higher than they've ever been before or since, and
the world was looking at a brighter and more secure future, Hollywood produced some of its most violent,
cynical, downbeat, subversive (and enduring) work. John Salisbury walks those mean streets to find out
why.

Illustrated with clips and slides, this talk will examine the flip side of the all-American success story, and will
be followed by a screening of a classic of the Film Noir genre, sponsored by Park Circus.

2. Film Education Workshop

Characterised by a theme of Film Noir, John Salisbury will provide expert training and guidance on how to
deliver an informal education session in your community cinema including:

choosing a topic

planning a session

legality

building a library of film clips, and

using presentation software (PowerPoint, Keynote, Impress), to mount a session.

Notes will be provided.

With thanks to Park Circus.
A

PARK CIRCUS
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Completing the Booking Form

Please complete the booking form using block capitals. If more than one person is attending, please list all
names. The closing date for returning the booking form is Friday 11* September.

Special Rates

We welcome all delegates from Film Societies/Community Cinemas to the event and are pleased to offer
special rates to delegates from organisations that are Member/Associates of BFFS.

If your organisation is a Member/Associate of BFFS, please state your BFFS number in order to verify that
you are eligible for the discounts. If you are unsure of your number, please contact BFFS.

Please note that the special rates are only available to delegates from organisations that have paid the
annual subscription in 2009.

Booking Options

You can book a single day pass for either Saturday or Sunday. This does not include the BFFS Annual Dinner,
which may be booked separately.

Two weekend packages are available offering excellent value. Both packages include a complimentary
cinema ticket for a Friday evening film at the Showroom, a full weekend conference pass and the BFFS
Annual Dinner. The residential option includes 2 nights accommodation with breakfast in a city centre
hotel. The rate quoted covers the entire package for 2 people, based on sharing a double or twin room for
2 nights.

If you are a single delegate and are interested in the residential option, please contact BFFS for further
information.

Delegate Passes

All pass rates include morning refreshments and lunch. Your pass entitles you to attend all
training/networking sessions and film screenings on a given day or over the full weekend, as applicable. The
Film Society of the Year Awards and the BFFS Annual General Meeting are free to all delegates to attend.

Payment Terms

When returning the booking form, pl ease encl os ¢
We regret that we are unable to accept debit or credit card payments. However, payment can be made by
electronic transfer; bank details can be provided on request.

Substitution and Cancellation

If you have booked a place but are unable to attend, you may make a substitution at any time. If it is not
possible to notify us of the substitution prior to the conference, this should be done immediately on arrival
at the conference. Cancellation can be made up to 1 week before the conference; a refund will be issued
less a £10 admin fee. We regret that we cannot make any refunds for delegates who do not arrive at the
conference.

Accommodation

The Residential Weekend Package includes 2 nights accommodation at the Cutlers Hotel in the heart of the
City Centre: www.cutlershotel.co.uk

An up-to-date list of other hotels in Sheffield can be found here:
www.sheffield.gov.uk/out--about/tourist-information/staying-in-sheffield



http://www.cutlershotel.co.uk/
http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/out--about/tourist-information/staying-in-sheffield

If you would prefer to stay outside the city centre, a 15 minute drive will take you to the Peak District
Nati onal Par k, one of Engl and’ s most breat ht aki

See www.visitpeakdistrict.com/ for more details.

The Venues

BFFS National Conference: The Showroom Cinema is only a few minutes walk away from Sheffield Railway
Station. Directions for reaching the venue can be downloaded here:
www.showroom.org.uk/conferencing/location.html

BFFS Annual Dinner and Film Society of the Year Awards: The Millennium Gallery is located in the centre of
Sheffield and is a short walk from the Railway Station.
Directions for reaching the venue can be downloaded here: www.bit.ly/FSOYVenue

Special Diets

All catering will accommodate the requirements of vegetarians. Most other dietary requirements can be
catered for on request. Please indicate on the booking form.

Access

We welcome delegates with disabilities. All venues are accessible to wheelchair users and can
accommodate other requirements. Please let us know in advance if you have any specific requirements.

Feedback

At the end of the we e Ht®dwrdple®aneval@tionfsrm.Focensurewe | | be
maintain a high quality of service, we welcome your comments and suggestions and would ask you to take
the time to complete these details and return them to us.

Data Protection

The information you provide on the booking form will be held on a database to process the confirmation of
your place. We will not pass on this information to anyone outside BFFS.

Enquiries
If you have further enquires, please contact Jag Chell on 0114 2210314 or email info@bffs.org.uk.



http://www.visitpeakdistrict.com/
http://www.showroom.org.uk/conferencing/location.html
http://www.bit.ly/FSOYVenue
mailto:info@bffs.org.uk
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