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What’s On 
 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR COMMUNITY CINEMAS 2010 (SPONSORED BY FILMBANK) 
 
By their very nature, community cinemas create and engage with audiences who are open and eager to 
learn about all aspects of film. The community cinema sector can, and does, deliver informal film education 
right to the heart of the community, and this is often what make for a more stimulating and fulfilling 
audience experience. 

This year, the National Conference will focus on Film Education. A range of educational activities 
appropriate to the sector will be examined, and delegates will be equipped to deliver film education to 
their audiences and local community. 
 
TRAINING AND WORKSHOP SESSIONS  
La Petite Salle | Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th 

 
Taking as its starting point the Community Cinema Sourcebook chapter on Film Education, panel 
discussions and workshops will be used to examine and demonstrate educational opportunities and tools 
open to community cinemas, and to inspire and encourage delegates to actively embrace their educative 
potential.  

The sessions will combine knowledge from industry experts with the experience and know-how of film 
societies and community cinemas with well-established film education programmes. 

Ideas and examples of good practice coming from these sessions will assist in a BFFS project to form an 
educational toolkit of online fact sheets and downloadable resources.  

The sessions will include: 

 What is film education and why should you do it? 

 How to maximise your other educational activities 

 External talks and facilitated discussions 

 Building film education into your programming 
 
FILM SCREENINGS 
Ciné Lumière | Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th 
 
The BFFS team has selected an exclusive collection of hard-to-access gems for you to preview this year. The 
films are likely to receive limited screenings via commercial and independent exhibition, providing you with 
a special opportunity to see some excellent and under-exposed titles. All films shown at the BFFS National 
Conference are, or will soon be, available to community cinemas, with many available via the BFFS Booking 
Scheme. 

To tie in with this year’s theme of Film Education, the programme of films will feature introductions, 
programme notes, discussions and Q&A sessions with filmmakers. 

Details of all titles confirmed so far are given below. Further titles will be confirmed at the end of August. 
 

BFFS FILM SOCIETY OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2010 (SPONSORED BY MPLC)  
Ciné Lumière | Saturday 18th 

 
The Film Society of the Year Awards recognise excellence in the significant work that volunteers do in 
cultural and community cinema, and are the highlight of the conference weekend. 

We are delighted that the 2010 Awards will be presented by Francine Stock, writer, broadcaster and 
presenter of Radio 4’s The Film Programme.  

All delegates are welcome to attend the awards ceremony and the celebratory drinks reception afterwards 
in Le Foyer.  
The 2010 Award for Best Student Society is sponsored by Sheffield Hallam University. 



NETWORKING 
Les Salons | Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th 
 
The delegate area will be a busy and exciting space, offering you the 
chance to chat with BFFS representatives, learn more about the 
resources and services we can provide, and confer with delegates from 
film societies and community cinemas from all over the UK.  
National Conference sponsors Filmbank, and Film Society of the Year 
Award sponsors MPLC will also be in the delegate area, to discuss your 
needs and answer any questions you may have. 
 
BFFS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2010 
Ciné Lumière | Sunday 19th 

 
BFFS places great value on feedback from its Members. The Annual 
General Meeting offers Members the opportunity to have their say on 
the strategic direction of BFFS whilst providing the opportunity to meet 
and put questions to the BFFS Board.  

All delegates are welcome to attend the AGM, with only Members able 
to vote. Further information regarding the AGM will be mailed to BFFS 
Members in early September. 

Please show your support for the future for the community cinema 
movement by having your voice heard at the BFFS AGM 2010.  

 



The Films 

UNDERTOW (CONTRACORRIENTE) 
Javier Fuentes-León | Peru, Colombia| 2009 | 15 | 101 mins 

In a Peruvian fishing village, Miguel and his beautiful bride Mariela 
are about to welcome their first child. Miguel harbours a scandalous 
secret; he is also in love with Santiago, a painter who is rejected by 
the townspeople for his lifestyle. After a tragic accident, Miguel must 
choose between doing right by Santiago – and, in turn, revealing their 
relationship to Mariela – or sentencing him to eternal torment. 

Capturing the hidden beauty of the sweeping Peruvian coastline with 
its stunning photography, this haunting, bittersweet tale of a compli-
cated love-triangle examines the quest to define contemporary sexual 
identity when confronted by tradition, courage, honour and truth. 
 
COUNTDOWN TO ZERO 
Lucy Walker | USA | 2010 | 92 mins  

British director Lucy Walker (Blindsight) takes a stark look at 
the history of the nuclear arms race and the many near-
misses humanity has faced since 1945. Featuring insights 
from Jimmy Carter, Tony Blair, Mikhail Gorbachev and Pervez 
Musharraf, the documentary also confronts the reality of 
present-day nuclear war, and the uncomfortable truth that 
the nuclear threat has never really gone away. 

Narrated by Gary Oldman. 
 
HIDDEN HERSTORIES  
Various | UK | 2010 

Vibrant and fascinating, Hidden Herstories is a unique 
documentary constructed by 20 young filmmakers as part of a community initiative to celebrate the 
achievements of four inspirational women.  

Following the award-winning Grove Roots, Hidden Herstories 
details the social and political successes of Octavia Hill - social 
housing pioneer;  Amy Ashwood Garvey - first wife of Marcus 
Garvey and organiser of the women’s section of the UNIC; 
Jayaben Desai - leader of the Grunwick Strike of 1977; and 
Claudia Jones - the ‘Mother of the Notting Hill Carnival.’ 

This lively documentary traces the lives of these women, 
detailing their struggles, perseverance and triumphs whilst 
offering an unforgettable chance to interact with individual 
histories that are rarely heard.  

The Hidden Herstories project was managed by the Octavia 
Foundation and funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

We are delighted to welcome some of the talented young filmmakers behind this moving and enlightening 
documentary, to introduce the screening and take part in a discussion afterwards.  
 
LA REGLE DU JEU (showing in the Ciné Lumière Sunday French Classics season)  
Jean Renoir | France | 1939 | 110 mins 
Sexual and social tensions break through the surface of a lavish weekend party in one of cinema's 
undisputed classics.  
Complimentary admission to all delegates courtesy of Ciné Lumière. 

http://www.imdb.com/Sections/Countries/Peru/
http://www.imdb.com/Sections/Countries/Colombia/


Practical Information 
 
Completing the Booking Form  

Please complete the booking form using block capitals. If more than one person is attending, please list all 
names. The closing date for returning the booking form is Friday 10th September. 
 
Special Rates 

We welcome all delegates from film societies/community cinemas to the event and are pleased to offer 
special rates to delegates from organisations that are Member/Associates of BFFS. 

If your organisation is a Member or Associate of BFFS, please state your BFFS number on your booking form 
in order to verify eligibility for the discounts. If unsure of your number, please contact your secretary or 
BFFS.  

Please note that the special rates are only available to delegates from organisations that have paid the 
annual subscription in 2010. 
 
Booking Options 

You may book single day passes for Saturday or Sunday or whole weekend passes. Rates are provided on 
the booking form. 

Two weekend packages are available offering excellent value for those wishing to stay in London. The 
double residential option includes 2 weekend passes along with 2 nights’ accommodation with breakfast in 
Gabor Hall, Imperial College. The rate quoted covers the entire package for 2 people, based on sharing a 
double or twin room for 2 nights.  

The single residential option includes 2 nights’ accommodation in a single room with breakfast and a full 
weekend pass.  

This special offer is only available to Members and Associates of BFFS. Places are limited, so please book 
early.  
 
Delegate Passes  

All pass rates include morning refreshments and lunch. Your pass entitles you to attend all training, 
networking and film screenings on a given day or over the full weekend, as applicable. It also allows free 

entry to the Sunday afternoon screening of La règle du jeu in the Ciné Lumière. 

All delegates are welcome to attend the Film Society of the Year Awards and the BFFS Annual General 
Meeting.  
 
Payment Terms 

When returning the booking form, please enclose a cheque for the total amount, made payable to ‘BFFS’. 
We regret that we are unable to accept debit or credit card payments. However, payment can be made by 
electronic transfer; bank details can be provided on request. 

 
Substitution and Cancellation 

If you have booked a place but are unable to attend, you may make a substitution at any time. If it is not 
possible to notify us of the substitution prior to the conference, this should be done immediately upon 
arrival at the conference. Cancellation can be made up to one week before the conference; a refund will be 
issued less a £10 administration fee. We regret that we cannot make any refunds for delegates who do not 
arrive at the conference. 

We regret that we cannot provide refunds for any cancellations of accommodation at Imperial College.  

http://www.institut-francais.org.uk/schedule/blog


Accommodation 

The residential weekend packages include 2 nights’ accommodation at Imperial College in South 
Kensington. Single and double en suite rooms are available; breakfast is included.  

Gabor Hall, Imperial College: 
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/accommodation/prospectiveugstudents/hallsofresidence/gaborhall 

 

A guide to other London hotels can be found here:  

http://www.visitlondon.com/accommodation/ 
 
The Venue 

The Institut Français is located at 17 Queensberry Place, South Kensington, London SW7 2DT 

Tube: South Kensington Station - Circle, District & Piccadilly lines 

Bus: 14, 414, 49, 70, 74, 345, 360, C1 

Parking: Union Car Park at 31 Harrington Road 

http://tinyurl.com/frenchinstmap  
 
Special Diets 

All passes include morning refreshments and a buffet lunch. Catering will accommodate the requirements 
of vegetarians, and most other dietary requirements can be obliged upon request. Please indicate on the 
booking form.  
 
Access 

We welcome delegates with disabilities. All venues are accessible to wheelchair users and can 
accommodate other requirements. Please let us know in advance of any specific requirements. 
 
Feedback 

At the end of the event you will be asked to complete an evaluation form. To ensure we maintain a high 
quality of service, we welcome your comments and suggestions and would ask you to take the time to 
complete these details and return them to us. 
 
Data Protection 

The information you provide on the booking form will be held on a database to process the confirmation of 
your place. We will not pass on this information to anyone outside BFFS. 
 
Enquiries 

If you have further enquires, please contact Jaq Chell on 0114 2210314, or email info@bffs.org.uk. 

  
  

http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/accommodation/prospectiveugstudents/hallsofresidence/gaborhall
http://www.visitlondon.com/accommodation/
http://tinyurl.com/frenchinstmap
mailto:info@bffs.org.uk
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